
April 15, 2011:  Hastings Welcomes New State of Southern Sudan

    

(Washington, DC) Today, Congressman Alcee L. Hastings (D-Miramar) introduced a resolution
welcoming the new state of Southern Sudan, encouraging Sudan and Southern Sudan to
resolve separation issues and the future of the Abyei region, and urging the Governments of
Sudan and Southern Sudan to abide by the principles of peace, democracy, and human rights. (
Please find attached a copy of the resolution).

  

"Sudan is geographically the largest country in Africa and one of the least developed regions of
the world. Sudan has been ravaged by civil war intermittently for four decades and ethnic,
religious, and economic conflicts have ensued between the Muslim north and Christian-animist
south. These past twenty years, an estimated two million people have died and four million
people have been displaced. The Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), signed in January
2005, put an end to the long-lasting conflict between the north and the south by establishing a
semi-autonomous government for Southern Sudan for a duration of six years, after which
Southern Sudan would vote for secession or unity.

  

"From January 9 to 15, 2011, Sudan held a referendum to decide if Southern Sudan would
become a sovereign and independent country, or remain part of Sudan. Approximately 3.8
million Southern Sudanese exercised their right to self determination, and on February 7, 2011,
the Southern Sudan Referendum Commission (SSRC) announced the final results, with almost
99 percent voting for independence from the north.

  

"On February 7, 2011, Sudan's President Omar Al-Bashir officially accepted the final results of
the referendum, and the United States announced on the same day its intention to formally
recognize Southern Sudan. On July 9, 2011, Southern Sudan will become the sovereign and
independent Republic of Southern Sudan.

  

"While I applaud these recent accomplishments, several issues pertaining to the separation of
the two states remain and must be resolved prior to the conclusion of the transition period.
These include and are not limited to: the legal status of populations in the north and south,
wealth sharing, resource management - especially oil revenues, division of assets and debt,
currency, security arrangements, and infrastructure and institutions building. The future status of
the oil rich region of Abyei – full integration with Sudan or Southern Sudan, or partition of the
region in two – also needs to be determined.
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"The United States has played a major role in bringing this devastating conflict to an end. I will
continue to monitor the issue and advocate for a peaceful and nonviolent separation. Not only
do the people of northern and southern Sudan deserve it, but it is in the interest of our nation
and the world to establish peace and stability in the region. Therefore, I encourage other nations
to welcome the new state of Southern Sudan and assist with their transition process."

  

Congressman Alcee L. Hastings serves as Senior Member of the House Rules Committee,
Ranking Democratic Member of the U.S. Helsinki Commission, and Democratic Chairman of the
Florida Delegation.
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